A Walk T}lroug’}l Time

25 Years of

St. Thomas Aguinas
Catholic Church

In the summer of 1982 , the Very Reverend Albert A. Palermo led a group of
parishioners from St. Mary's Church in Colleg’e Station to look at 10 acres on the east
side of State Hig’hway 6 as a potential site for a new church paris}l. The field trip was a
culmination of etforts to relieve crowcling’ at St. Mary's as well as a growing population
to the South of Coﬂeg’le Station. These efforts came to fruition on October 19 of that
year when Rev. Patrick J. Zurek was directed to l)eg’in a new territorial parisll in the
area.

From that point, plans moved quiclzl and within a month, St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Parish was formed on November 11, 1982 with approximately 200 families
from existing arishes. Willing’ parishioners held a planning’ meeting on November 17
at the KC Haﬁ) in Bryan and the first Mass of the parish was celebrated on November
28, in the ballroom of the Aig’ielancl Inn (%ater re-named Ramada Inn). A few months
later, Masses were moved to the Coﬂeg’e Hills Elementary School gymnasium.

Phase I construction, inclucling’ the rectory, ]:)eg’an in the fall of 1983. The first Mass

was celebrated in the multi-purpose facilit (later named Zurek Haﬂ) on October 28,
1984. Within two years the paris}l inclu(].e(f/ 400 families.

Phase II construction ]oeg’an in 1989, Eucharist was celebrated in the new Church on

March 25, 1990. A year later a covered entr ay and bell tower were complete(l. At
this time the parisll had grown to approximately 600 families.

The church facilities grew again in 2004 when the parisll activity center with its new
relig’ious education wing an the Adoration Chapel were Completec]. 1n Septeml)er and
November, reSpectively.

Rev. Michael Mulvey was appointecl Pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas in July 1992. Rev.
Sam Hose, who was also ordained to the priesthoocl l)y BiS}lOP MCCitrt y at St.
Thomas Aquinas, was appointecl Pastor in 1995 and Rev. Dean Wilhelm was
appointecl Pastor in June 1997. Our current Pastor, Rev. Michael O’Connor, was

appointecl in 2005.

Toclay, St. Thomas Aquinas serves over 1600 families. While the numbers of families
and Luilcling‘s have grown, one tradition has Staye(l the same. One of the first parish-
wide activities was a "Septem]aerfest" at Central Park in Colleg’e Station in September
of 1984. Since then, the paris}lioners of St. Thomas Aquinas have g’at}lerecl each fall to
enjoy the l)lessing’s of their paris}l and open its EosPitality to the surroun(].ing’
community.
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